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Reading unlocks a world of learning  

 Life long skill  

 Linked to all aspects of the curriculum 

 Imagine having to go shopping (writing a list, reading the labels of products, 

aisle labels etc) without being able to read, let alone applying for a bank 

account or a job.  



Letters and Sounds  

 Systematic teaching of phonics from YR to Y2 through Letters and Sounds  

 It aims to build children's speaking and listening skills in their own right as 

well as to prepare children for learning to read by developing their phonic 

knowledge and skills. It sets out a detailed and systematic programme for 

teaching phonic skills for children starting by the age of five, with the aim of 

them becoming fluent readers by age seven. 

 http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-1-resources.html 
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An introduction 



A child’s writing  

It iz tiem to gow hoam sed v 

kator pilla.  

But iy dot wont to gow howm 

sed v but or fliie. Iy wot to stay 

hier.  

 



What is phonics?  



Speech sounds  

 A phoneme is a the smallest sound  

 A grapheme is the letter that corresponds to that sound 

 Although there are 26 letters in the alphabet, there are over 40 phonemes  



Oral blending 

 When children are taught to blend sounds to make a word before the 

corresponding graphemes are introduced  

 

 So when the teacher says c/a/t, the children blend it to say ‘cat’- must be 

short sounds! 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1NvuYDqBBI 
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The different sounds  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DN1LCzxCoNU 

 

 Bouncy sounds:  

 

a  b  c  d  e  g  i   j  k  o  t  u  x   y 

Stretchy sounds:  

f   m   n   r    s   v   z  l 

Quiet sounds:  

 

h  p  q  w  

Pronounce the stretchy sounds in 

their pure form- no schwaring.  

m- ‘mmmmm’ rather than ‘muh’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DN1LCzxCoNU


Blending a written word- reading  

 When children see a word they don’t know, they are able to split it up into 

phonemes so that:  

 

 s   i    t      they then blend to say ‘sit’ 

 

 



Have a go….. 

What’s a sound button?  



Digraphs 



Examples of consonant digraphs  



Examples of vowel digraphs  



Some examples 

What do you notice about the sounds buttons? Why are they different?  



Trigraph  



Grapheme to phoneme correspondence 



Common exception words  

 Sometimes called, ‘red’ words or ‘tricky’ words  

 These are words that cannot be sounded out and have to be learnt off by 

heart in a repeated way to make children’s learning stick.  

 For example: said, because, the  

 Play spelling games in the car, have them on labels around the house, room 

password game  

 It’s the repetition and going back to review them that will transfer if from 

children’s short term memory to their long term memory- that’s LEARNING!!  



KS1 common exception words 



Any questions?  

 


